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Alef לֶף אָ
SOUND Silent. It carries the sound of its vowel.

VALUE 1

IN PRINT א
Two parts that do not touch: a curve like the letter c on the right,

and a straight line on the left.

א
Trace the gray letters. Write from right to left. 

אאאאאאאא
אאאאאאאא

Trace, then keep going on your own.

אאאא
אאא
א
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Alef · write it on your own

א
א

Now a little smaller.

א
א

Words with Alef

בָּא אַ abba — dad

אבאאבאאבא
אבא

וֹר א or — light

אוראוראור
אור
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Hello and thank you
Read each word out loud, then check the sound under it.

ם לוֹ שָׁ
shalom

hello, goodbye, peace

ה דָ וֹ תּ
toda

thank you

ה שָׁ בַקָּ בְּ
bevakasha

please; you're welcome

ה יחָ לִ סְ
slicha

sorry, excuse me

כֵּן
ken
yes

לֹא
lo
no

ב ר טוֹ בֹּקֶ
boker tov

good morning

ב ב טוֹ רֶ עֶ
erev tov

good evening

ב ה טוֹ יְלָ לַ
laila tov

good night

ת אוֹ רָ תְ הִ לְ
lehitraot

see you later

ב זָּל טוֹ  מַ
mazal tov

congratulations

ם לוֹ בָּת שָׁ שַׁ
Shabbat shalom

a peaceful Sabbath
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Hello and the basics · useful phrases

Say each phrase out loud until it comes out in one breath. Then cover the Hebrew and try to say it from

the English.

ב. ר טוֹ בֹּקֶ Boker tov.
Good morning.

ב. ה טוֹ יְלָ .Laila tovלַ
Good night.

? ךָ מְ לוֹ ה שְׁ ?Ma shlomchaמָ
How are you? (to a man)

ךְ? מֵ לוֹ ה שְׁ ?Ma shlomechמָ
How are you? (to a woman)

ה. דָ וֹ ר, תּ דֶ י בְּסֵ נִ .Ani beseder, todaאֲ
I'm fine, thank you.

? ךָ ים לְ אִ רְ יךְ קוֹ ?Eich korim lechaאֵ
What's your name? (to a man)

ד. אוֹ ים מְ .Na'im meodנָעִ
Nice to meet you.

ת! אוֹ רָ תְ הִ !Lehitraotלְ
See you! Goodbye!

My own phrases. Write two things you would like to be able to say about this topic, and ask a Hebrew

speaker how to say them.
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Kiddush for Friday night · line by line

Read the Hebrew first. The sound of each word is underneath in English letters, and the meaning under

that.

ר1 י בֹקֶ ב וַיְהִ רֶ י עֶ Vayhi erev vayhi vokerוַיְהִ
(Quietly:) And there was evening and there was morning,

י:2 שִּׁ שִּׁ ם הַ Yom hashishiיוֹ
the sixth day.

ם:3 אָ ץ וְכָל־צְבָ רֶ אָ יִם וְהָ מַ שָּׁ  וּ הַ וַיְכֻלּ
Vaychulu hashamayim veha'arets vechol-
tseva'am
The heavens and the earth were
completed, and all their host.

4

וֹ לַאכְתּ י מְ יעִ בִ שְּׁ  ם הַ יּוֹ  ים בַּ לֹהִ  וַיְכַל אֱ
ה. שָׂ ר עָ שֶׁ אֲ

Vaychal elohim bayom hashevi'i
melachto asher asa.
On the seventh day God
completed the work He had
done,

5

וֹ לַאכְתּ כָּל־מְ י מִ יעִ בִ שְּׁ  ם הַ יּוֹ  בֹּת בַּ  שְׁ יִּ  וַ
ה: שָׂ ר עָ שֶׁ אֲ

Vayishbot bayom hashevi'i
mikol-melachto asher asa
and He rested on the seventh
day from all the work He had
done.

6

שׁ דֵּ י וַיְקַ יעִ בִ שְּׁ  ם הַ ת־יוֹ ים אֶ לֹהִ  ךְ אֱ רֶ וַיְבָ
. אֹתוֹ

Vayvarech elohim et-yom
hashevi'i vaykadesh oto.
God blessed the seventh day
and made it holy,

7

ים לֹהִ  א אֱ רָ ר־בָּ שֶׁ וֹ אֲ לַאכְתּ כָּל מְ בַת מִ י בוֹ שָׁ כִּ

ת: שׂוֹ עֲ לַ

Ki vo shavat mikol melachto
asher-bara elohim la'asot
for on it He rested from all His
work, which God had created to
do.
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